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alarmed at the growth of his sphere of influence, and were
about to make a change of policy.

In Hyderabad, also, a change of feeling had taken place.
Although the Nizam was still as warmly attached to
Bussy as ever, his power and influence were regarded
with jealousy by many of the noblemen at his court.
Amongst these was the Dewan Syed Lashkar. This
noble had been appointed a year previously at Bussy's
recommendation, who believed that he was his friend
and supporter ; in reality, however, he was determined,
if possible; to get rid of the French, and was on the side
of the mother of Nizam Ali, whom he hoped some day
to raise to the Deccan throne. But whilst Bussy was
present his personal influence was sufficient to put an
end to all intrigues and so the Dewan had to wait for a
better opportunity. This opportunity was not slow in
coming. Soon after the conclusion of the peace with the
Mahrattas, Bussy fell ill, and leaving his second in com-
mand at Hyderabad, whither Bussy had come together
with the Nizam from Aurungabad early in the year 1753,
he himself went for a change of air to Masulipatam,
about 150 miles distant, on the eastern coast. This was.
Syed Lashkar's opportunity.

One of the principal reasons why Bussy had been able
to maintain the discipline of his troops at so high a
standard was that he never allowed their pay to fall into
arrears. His personal influence with the Nizam was so
great that he was always able to draw regular supplies
from the treasury, whilst the greater portion of the ir-
regular army of the Nizam was often left for months in
arrears. No sooner was Bussy's back turned than Syed
Lashkar began to raise difficulties in the matter. Remit-
tances only came very irregularly and at last, pretending
friendship, he told the commandant Goupil that he was